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ANTI-RACISM 



Return of riots 
food crisis grows 




POLICE IN Mozambique killed ten people 

and Injured more than 400 during protests 

against crippling price Increases last week. 

The fighting Is a symptom of a growing global 
food crisis. 

People came onto the streets of Mozambique's 
c ipital Maputo and other major cities for three 
day ^ The government had announced a 
30 percent rise m the price of bread along with 
major increases in the cost of water and energy. 

Demonstrators threw stones, burned tyres tn the 
streets and looted shops The police responded by 
opening fire with live ammunition The ten dead 
included at least two children. 

Most Mozambicans spend about thrcc-qu; triers 
of thetr household budget on food, so the increase^ 
are an intolerable burden. 

Mozambique's president Armando Gucbuza was 
once a guerrilla leader who promised the country 
would advance to socialism But tragically, his 
Frclimo party is now in power and has accepted 
neolibcraJism. 

Guebuza is a millionaire businessman and 
announced last week that. "The price increase is 
irreversible. Pnccs will only fall if all of us work 
hard." 

Maputo residents formed long queues outside 
of bakeries as shops re-opened on Friday of last 

week. 

“People don’t have money to buy food," 

F.lisa Aldino, a domestic worker, told reporters 
as she watted in a bread line in a middle class 
neighbourhood. “If they don’t have money, they 
sleep without eating. 

The World Bank has feted Mozambique as one 
of the best economies m Africa. For the past ten 
years it has maintained the fastest growth rate for a 
non-oil-producing economy in Africa. 

Yet it remains one of the world s poorest 
countncs with average income per head of 
less than £600 a year. It has a 54 percent 
unemployment rate and 70 percent of the 
population live below the poverty line. 

Flexible 

The World Bank poiots to the spread of 
mobile phones as one of the success stories of 
Mozambique’s economy — yet. ironically, it was 
diese phones that helped protesters to organise 
flexible dem ores trat ions at short notice. 

The problem is not unique to Mozambique. 

Just as in the summer of 2008, food insecurity is 
creating a crisis across the world. 
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Gypsies and TravcUns across i ? / trrjje are facing a number of fa 

are no exception , writes Sadie Robinson 
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people (vcc report of the French 
protects below L 

Enough it. enough, 
Florence Joclle a French citi- 
zen living in London who caine 
to the protest 

* When governments st.irt tar- 
geting people simply because 
they belong to an ethnic group, 
wc’rc in trouble*’ 

The Irish Traveller Movement 
in Britain (ITMB) organised the 
protest. Mairead Moore from 
ITMB told Socialist Worker, 
■ % WcVe here to show solidarity 
with the Roma in France. 

“You don’t have to look too 
far back in history to see where 
this kind of thing leads to 

“Gypsies, Roma andTravellers 
are protected under race rela- 
tions legislation but there are no 
human rights for us. 

Brush 

“Why do governments sign up to 
human rights legislation if they 
don't believe in it?” 
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Demonstration at the French embassy In London 


Tracy Sherlock is also from 
the ITMB “We’re being treated 
like animals,” she told Socialist 
Worker “It s like people think we 
don't have a right to live here. 

“My family is Irish but I was 


born and raised in this country 
The worst thing about being a 
Traveller is being looked at like 
Fm a piece of dirt. 

“The media paints us all with 
one brush, saying we all steal ” 

Many protesters were also 
there to draw attention to the 
plight of Traveller communi- 
ties in Britain — particularly the 
attacks faced by those living at 
Dale Farm in Essex. 

The Traveller community 
there is the largest in Britain, 
bringing together more than 
1 ,000 people. 

It has existed since the 1970s 
but Tory-run Basildon district 
council is threatening to evict all 
the families after they lost a legal 
challenge to stay last year 


The council is also planning to 
use bailiffs to evict eight Gypsy 
families in Wickford, Essex 
A human rights eviction watch 
at the site began on Monday 
Many people worry that 
the planned eviction could be 
the start of bigger attacks on 
Travellers in Britain. 

The Tories have already 
scrapped Labour's Regional 
Strategies plan that set targets 
for councils to provide land for 
Travellers 

The government withdrew 
£30 million of funding for Gypsy 
and Traveller sites in May. 

Violet Cannon, a Gypsy from 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, 
joined Saturday s protest, 

“The coalition government 


is undoing so much work that 
we ve done ” she told Socialist 
Worke r 

“They have already made 
thing* worse for us 

“There are 8,000 Gypsiev 
tn Doncaster We might seem 
invisible, but councils can t just 
disregard us 

Uproar 

If any other ethnic group waa 
treated like we are then there 
would be an uproar. But because 
we're Gypsies it’s swept under 
the carpet ' 

Supporters of Travellers 
rights who came to the protest 
had similar concerns “I’m not 
sure how big this is on the politi- 
cal agenda,” said Alison Clarke 
“The media isn’t covering it 
properly and we need to draw 
more attention to it 

“The government is system- 
atically targeting Travellers at 
Dale Farm- I wonder if the evic- 
tion will be the start of a creeping 
campaign against travellers We 
have to take a stand.” 

Ulnke Schmidt, a volunteer 
with Amnesty International, 



“Roma have lived in Europe 
for over 1,000 years and have 
been periodically attacked when- 
ever scapegoats were needed.” 
she told Socialist Worker “We 
can *t take that lying down 
“European Union citizens 
have been deponed from France 
simply because of their ethnic 
origin. It's outrageous. This is the 
21st century — we should have 
learnt from the 20th ” 


food crisis in 


The effects of global warming >uch as the fires 
across Russia — have made food production harder 
but the UN Food and 

estimates that 2010 will be 
highest wheat crop ever 
It is die activities 


deepening the crisis Kaj Patel wrote in the 
Observer newspaper, “commodity speculators 
continue to treat food as tf it were the same a: 
u lev i sion sets, with little end in sight to what 
the World Development Movement has called 
‘gambling on hunger in financial markets' 
Commodities analyst John Buckley says that 
speculators are buying wheal because they hope 
agricultural problems will cause pnees to go on 
rising. So the rises are based on profiteering not an 

actual food shortage. 

Price rises tn Britain cause misery, but in poorer 
countries they lead to starvation Before the riots 
broke out in Mozambique 
major food protests this year in many countries, 

including India, Egypt. Serbia HHBH| 
Across the world people wi 1 1 have to fight to 
•top their livelihoods — and their 
taken aw^y by the profit system. 
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Unity on march as French resist scapegoating of Roma 





AROUND 1 00,000 people took 
pan m uver 1 30 demonstrations 
across France last Saturday 
un>( the government's attack] 
on rn i mi gran l- and Foma 

pcOpItV 

The big L’ CM protest w \ m 

Pans where around $0,000 
marched 

i )iher demonstrations tuoll, 

place outside French emb SUi&!C£ 
across much of Europe 


The nghi wing government 
of Nicolas Sarkozv alreacb 
remov ed an Hind 1 ,0QQ Roma 
from the country 

if 

It is whipping up racism to 
deflect 1mm its problems over 
a funding scandal and to div id 
opposition to its attacks on 

pensions 

The anger over state racism 
is linking to the lury over the 

uutnty measure# that led to 
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Bernard rhibaull, general 
secretary uflhcCGT union 
federation, told marchers in 
Pans, “Defending freedom and 
the principles of democracy 
goes hand in hand with 
defending social rights 

When freedom decreases, 
so. i.il rights decrease too " 
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figures are pandering lo 
Francois Rebsamcn, the 
Socialist mayor of Dijon, called 
fur caution in supporting the 
protests 

Me said. '•Don’ 
our mayors and munia 
representatives to set 

camps *n our tewtaof lure 
blind eye to 

















